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An Accompt of fome Books.

1. De MOTIONIBUS A GRAVITATE DEPENDENTIBUS
Liber Joh.Alphonli Borelli, I» Academ. Pifana Mathefeos Profe(forss
Regio Julio, 1670. in 4°.

He Learned Author of this Book maintains therein, Zher all
Bodies Sublunary have Gravity : that they exercife this in en-
deavors to approach towards the Center of the Earth : zhar the fu-
perior Body or the fuperior parts of the fame, Solid or Fiuid, do
gravitate on the inferior, when atreft: thar there 1s no Pofirive Le-
vity innature: thar Lighter bodies afcend | becaufe thruflt out of
their place by Heavier : thar the Air is heavy, Elaftick or Springy,
and doth thereby perform thofe things that were wont to be afcribed
0 Fuga Vacui 5 thar the fame 1s capable of very great Expanfion and
Contra&ion : that there is not in nature any proper Attra&ion or
Su&ion ; but things feeming fo to be perform’d are done by the
Pullion or Trufion of other Bodies : thar there is a Neceffity and a
great Ufe of Vacuities in nature, notwithftanding the fubtile and all-
pervading Matter of Des-Cartes ; with many other things confonant
hereto. For thefe Affertions he brings Arguments ; anfwers Ob.
je@ions and Difliculties, and particularly thofe that arealledged to
aflert a Facunw : And from thence folveth a great many Phenomena in
Nature 3 as, abont the Torricelian Experiment and others thereunto
appertaining ; abour Siphons, Pumps, Syringes, Cupping-glaffes,
&c. abort the Nature of Fluidity ; (where he examins and animad-
verts upon the Cartefian do&rine concerning the fame:) the Afcent
of water above its Level (in fmall Pipes and otherwife ;) and its
contra&ing it felf into Globular drops: of its Expanfion in Freez-
ing, and its Strength thereupon : of the Degrees of Velocity in
lighter Bodies afcending in Water; and of Water running out of
Tubes or other Veflels perforated at the bottom : of Fermentations g
and Diflolving Salts, Mettals, &c. in liquid Menftruum’s : with
fmany more, tOO numerous to repeathere.

II. Diflertationes duz Medicx d¢e VENENO PESTILENTI: Stu-
dio Caroli de laFont, M. D. & in Acad. Avenion. Prof. primar,
Amfielodams, in 120,

N the former of thefe two Differtations the Author treateth of the
Nature and Caufes of the Plagwe, without any recourfe to Occule
Qualities, orthe Influence of the Stars ; deducing the Peflilential
Yenom from the Air infe@Ged and corrupted chiefly by Arfenical
Exhalations
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Exhatations, eicher breathed in at the Mouth or Nofe, and fo affe&-
ing the Lungs and Brain, or piercing through the Skin into the o-
ther parts of the Body, and there working, not by Coagnlation (as
Dr. willis would haveit, on whom the Author animadverts, though
very civilly,) but by Corrsfien,which, in his opinion, depends not
from Heat or any other of the four Firlt Qualities, celebrated in the
Schools, but from a certain Conformation of Salin corroiive par-
ticles,manifeftin Arfemick, by many effe@s, here fpecified, and par-
ticulurly thofe, that have been obferved in the Bodies of fuch as dyed
of the Plague, in which not only the interior membrane of the Sto-
mach, buc alfo all the Bowels have been found corroded , black,
fphacelated and corrupted. Yet hedenieth not, bur that with this
Arfenical venom fome other, and efpecially Mircarial, Vapors may
concur, which being joyned and fublimed together with other Vo-
latil particles become highly deftru®ive, being taken into fuch Bo-
dies, as were predifpofed, before others, to receive them by their
depraved conltitution, or by atoo great fulnefs of bloud, "or ob-
ftruttions, or perturbations of humors caufed from fancy, fear and
confternation, &c.

As for the Spreadingnefs of the Plague, he efteems, and endea-
vors to evince, thatit is not fo Contagious as is commonly believed,
but that , whereas there are ten perhaps that get it by infe@ion
from others, there are thoufands that are firuck with it from
the Air, barbouring the feeds of it in a peftilential conftitu-
tion.

In the orber Differtation the Author delivers the feveral Means of
Curing the Plague ; either by expelling or difperfing, or intang-
ling, orrebating, or fixing, or impeding the penetration of thofe
Corrofive particles, that invade the Body; where he mentions the
feveral remedies, by him judged proper in the faid refpe@ive me-
thods: Concluding witha difcourfe about the beft wayes of Prefer-
vation from the Plague 3 of which hz prefcribech principally thefe
three, either by Retiring afar off, or by Corredting, or by Forti-
fying our felves againft the Peftilential Air; adding his thoughts,
how the two latter wayes may be beft performed.

1. Traftatus de CORDE , item de MOTTU & COLORE
SANGUINIS, & Chili in eum tranfitn : Cui acceffit Differ-
tatio de Origine C 4T H A R R I. Amb. Richardo Lower,
M. D. Eatio tertia & novifims. Amftelodami 1671, in 8°.

HAvi/ng already given an Accompt of the principal part of this
¥ 1 Treatifein Numb. 45. of thefe Tra&s when it was printed the
Brlttime ; we (hall here only add fomething about the pewly an-
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nexed Differtitaon of the Origin and Cure of Rhesmer.As to their Ori-
gin, the Learned Author, having declared, with the generality of
Phylitians, thac Rbeumes are bred from the Serous part of the Bloud,
fever’d from it by an impeded Tranfpiration, he undertaketh to e-
vince the erroneoufnefs of the Vulgar opinion, deriving all forts of
Defluxions from the Brain, by fhewing, that, whereasthe Authors
and Teachers of that Tenet do acknowledge, that the Water colle-
&ecdin the Ventricles of the Brain deftilleth only through the os
Cribri-forme into the Nofe, and through the Glandula pitmirariainto
the Palat 5 the Structure of thofe partsis fuch, that that canbe done
neither of thele wayes 3 which affertion of his is dccompanied with
divers conliderable Obfervationsand Experiments; asalfo with an
Anfwer to thofe, that apprehend great danger to the Brain from the
excrementitious matter gathered therein, it it fhould not be purged
out from thence by the Eyes, Noftrils, Earsand the Palac, Which
being difpatched, he proceeds to fuggeftthe wayes of ftopping and
curing Defluxions,by obferving,that,fince the Matter for Rheumes is
furnifhed by the Seram of the Bloud, whatever is able to withdraw
that pabulum, or to precipitate the ferofity through the Kidneys, or
to convey it away by liege, orto difpell it through :the pores of the
Body, isfutficient to perform the cure,

1V. Francifci de le Boe Sylvii A2, D. ¢ Prof. Oratio de AF-
FECTUS EPIDEMII, A. 1669. Leidam depopalantis,
CAUSIS NATURALIBUS. Lugduni Batavorum,
1670. in 12°. ‘

His Learned Difcourfe, together with the Firft part of the
T Praxis Medice Idea Nova, was lately in feveral Copies prefent-
ed from the Worthy Author, both to his Majefty, and to the Royal
Society, and particularlyto the Noble Pre(ident and divers Eminent
Members of the fame for their Examination. And as we gave very
lately a frefh Accompt (in Numb. 71.) of the faid Firff part now
perfe@ , after we had taken fome notice of it formerly, (in Naumb.
40.) when it was yetincompleatly printed 5 fo we cannotomitto
givehere a Breviat of this ingenious Oration.

Init the Author declareth and endeavors to prove, that the late
walting Difeale in the City of Leider is to be imputed to thefe
concurrent fecond Caufes, wiz, The Excefflive Hear, long conti-
nued Calms, want of Rain, and the Vapors of Standing and Mud-
dy waters abounding in that place, together with certain Salin and
noxious Exhalations of the Earth, by the force of the Sun propelled
into the Air, andthere mingled with the former. From which, be-
ing well confider’d, be elteems, that all the varlous and even th&
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moft different and grievous Symptoms, that were obferved inthe fick
people at Leiden may be rationally ‘derived 5 adding thereunto his
Opinion of the Caufe, why Rich and Delicate perfons were firft of
all and fooner attacked and deftroyed by that Difeafe, then thofe of
the Poorer and Hardier fort of people; though thefe latter fell in
greater numbers about the end of this Sicknefs, than the former.

In the difcourfe about theill effedts of a tainted Atr upon Human
Bodies, he taketh occafion to infinuate, That as °tis difficult to
prove, fo’tishard te deny, that fome part of the infpired Air is
alfo commixed with the Saliva, and being together with' other Hu-
mors, falling from the Brain-and its Glanduls and the glandulous
Tunicles, derived tothe Mouth and Throat, and fo fwallowd to-
gether with the {fame, caufeth in the Stomach and fmall Guts fome
alterations in the humors there found or meeting together. But as
be thinks this not improbable, fo he judgeth, that there are yet re-

guired many accurate Obfervations to clear up and eftablifh fo ob-
fcure a Do@rine.

V. HYPOTHESIS PHY SIC A nova, Jwe THEORI A
MOTUOS CONCRET Isnacum THEORIA MOTTUS
ABSTRACTI. Auth. Gothofredo Guilielmo Leibnitio ,
7. V. D. & Coufiliario Moguntine. Londini Impenfis Joh. Martyn,

R. Societatis Typographi , ad infigne Campane in Cameterio D, Panli,
16714 n 12°,

THe‘ Ingenious Author of this fmall Tra&, though by prefeflion
# a Civilian,and one of the Privy Counfel of his Ele&oral High-
nefs of Maintz, and upon that Accompt very much taken up with
publick aifairs, isyet fomuch pleafed with the ftudy and fearch of
Nature, that whatever hours he can redeem from his State-employ-
ment, he fpends in that which he judgeth incumbent upon him as
Man; I mean the Contemplation of the works of God and Improve-
ment of Natural Philofophy. What he hath therein performed, he
imparts in this Hyporhefis to the Learned world, and dedicateth it to
the Royal- Society of England, and the Royal Academy of France delirous
in his Letters to have their thoughts concerning the fame; wherein
he maketh it his bufinefs to fhew, that by the help of it the Caufes of
molt of the phanomena of Nature may be rendred from one {ingle and
univerfal Motion, fuppos’d in our Globe, neither crofling the Co--
pernican nor T'ychonian Hypothefis 5 the Author having fo managed the
whole, asthat all Sects may bear.and admit what he here produceth,
without a prejudice to their own Opinions,

A Copy of this Tract being Communicated, belides others, to the
Excellent Dr. walis, Fellow of the R.Sociery, and Savilian Profeflor
of Geomerry in the Winiverfity of Oxford, with a delire to examine the

fame,.
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fame, and to give his judgment thereof, he was pleafed to make 2
return in Latin, which for want of room here, we muft refer to ano-
ther opportunity.

VI. PHILOSOPHUS AUTODIDACTUS, exhibitns
in Epiftola , ex Arabica in Latinam Linguam verfa ab Edvardo
Pocokio, Oxonii 1671. ix 4°.

T His Book being tranflated out of a fair Arabick Manufcript in the
=r. Bedlesam Library into Latine by the care of the Learned Dr. Pocock,
and printed in both the Languages to%e:her, is a very ingenious
piece, and,by the teftimony of the skilful, elegant in the Original,
and an excellent ftyle.The defign is to fhew, How from the Contem-
plation of things here below, Man by the right ufe of his Reafon may
raife himfelf unto the knowledge of higher things; which ishere
perform’d by a Faigned Hiffory of an Infant expofed , he knows not
how, onanTJfland not inhabited ; wherehe was nurfed up by a Gaze!
(or kind of wild Dear) and coming afterwards to years of know-
Jedge, did by hisfingle Ufe of Reafonand Experience (without any
human converle) attain the underftanding, firft of Common things,
the neceffaries of human life 5 how to fhift among the Beafts for his
food,&c ; the ufe of cloaths, of weapons (to keep the beafts in order,
who were before too hard for him ; ) then to the knowledge of Na-
tural things, of Moral, of Divine, &c. And afterwardsby an-ac-
cident coming to know that there were other men in the world be-
fide himfelf, and being removed out of his Ifland to them, and havin
learned the Language, was found to excell their {tudied Philofo-
phers.

The whole defign handfomely laid, and ingenioufly profecuted.
The Epiftle written by A44i faafar, contemporaneous to Averrees, who
lived about 500 yearsago; at which time, it feems, it was already
‘known, that the Countries in the Z'orrid Zone were habitable, as ap-
pears by the Preface of Dr. Pocack_to the Reader,

ERRAT 4.

N°.68. p.206 4. 1.36. r.Cichory-flowess, émt alfo Lark-[pur,Borage. N*70.pe2134. 1.7,
. Mufcus for Funguss )
Inthis Numb.73.p 2193.1.5.10 #s compreft the dir.
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